
 

Scouting Volunteer Suspended for Criticising Israel 
 
Bear Grylls (Chief Scout) and the Scouting Movement appear to have abandoned the priciples of 
free speech, following the decision to suspend a local parent volunteer for criticising Israel. 
Pete Gregson, who has been Treasurer at the 150th Craigalmond Scout Group in Edinburgh for 9 
years, and who holds the Chief Scout’s Award from Grylls, was last night suspended by Mark 
Hesketh, District Commissioner (DC) of the Scout Group, following a complaint. Mr Hesketh was 
unhappy that Pete was, in another quite unrelated capacity, chairperson of the Campaign Against 
Bogus Antisemitism ( www.bogusantisemitism.org ).  
 
Ever careful to keep his volunteering activities separate, Gregson has taken great care never to 
publicly mention to either body his passion for both young people (he was a scout himself from the 
age of 12 to 16 and was a youth worker for 20 years)  and Palestine. Of course, the members of the 
local Scout Executive Committee at the 150th were aware of Pete’s campaigning activities (he cannot 
keep a low profile- he is involved in trying to get Edinburgh twinned with Gaza (see 
www.twingaza.com )  but they are grateful he never hands out flyers at scout meetings, nor even 
mentions his activities around challenging Israel’s hegemony. 
 
The background to the complaint is this. At some point in 2017 Gregson tried to recruit volunteers 
for the 150th Scout Executive and submitted an advert to the Edinburgh Volunteer Centre. He 
entered his private landline phone number 0131 337  2603 as the contact point for those seeking 
more information. The advert ultimately proved a failure, for nobody came forward through this 
action. 
 
However, somehow an individual found the extinct advert from 2017 and discovered that it was also 
the phone number for the pro-Palestine activist Pete Gregson. On this basis a complaint was lodged 
with the Scouting HQ claiming that an anti-Semite was being allowed to manage the 150th 
Craigalmond Scout Group finances- and that this must surely represent a danger to the young 
people in the Group. 
 
The District Commissioner, fully aware of Gregson’s long service to the scouting movement, on 
clarifying that Gregson was indeed associated with the Campaign Against Bogus Antisemitism, 
immediately suspended Gregson as the group treasurer. 
 
This is proving awkward for the Group, since Gregson has pointed out he was in the midst of 
organising the group’s annual accounts for the forthcoming AGM (the group is a registered charity 
and runs a well-used scout hall, booked by many community groups), work that he explained needed 
urgently to be done. The District Commissioner was unfazed by this matter.  
 
Gregson also pointed out that, as trustee of another local charity, the Friends of Roseburn Park, he 
was organising a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Party in the Park for the 3rd June, to which the 150th 
Craigalmond have decided to bring a tombola stall. Gregson was meant to be helping the Scouts to 
organise the stall; he enquired of Mr Hesketh as to how he was meant to do this, now he was 
suspended- but answer came there none (though the DC noted the Group could still participate in 
the event. 
 
Gregson is shocked that the Scouting movement feels that a mendacious complaint about his 
political activities appears to preclude him doing the scout accounts. His own children left the Scouts 
around 7 years ago, but he has continued as a volunteer with them because he is utterly committed 
to the Scouting movement. He is upset that he must now stay away from an agency that he has 
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always supported. Mr Hesketh states that he must follow procedures and that any complaint 
warrants a suspension from Scouting. Gregson is organising a free concert for Gaza in 3 weeks’ time 
in Edinburgh’s Princes St Gardens, which he thinks has triggered this attack: 
see  www.twingaza.com/gig-for-gaza  
 

Gregson points to Bear Grylls: ‘To have faith in our everyday lives takes courage’ | British GQ | 
British GQ (gq-magazine.co.uk) and notes the Chief Scout is a Christian. 
 
He put the question to Grylls and the DC:  
“But does our Chief Scout support Israel? Is he a Zionist? The DC’s actions will be putting this 
question on every young person’s lips. 
“And of course, their parent’s lips. Because Gryll’s agency has suspended Gregson for campaigning 
against apartheid Israel. 
“I would have abandoned scouting years ago if it condoned racism. Which the DC presently gives 
every appearance of so doing. 
“Is it because of this group that Mr Grylls will be compromised? Hebrew Scouts Movement in Israel - 
Wikipedia Or does he prefer these folk? Palestinian Scout Association - ScoutWiki 
“Thanks to the DC’s actions, I think Grylls must soon take a choice on these two. And, by his actions, 
the DC is forcing him to the Hebrew movement. And to the wrong side of history.” 
 
Grylls and the DC did not respond to these questions. 
 
-ends-  
 
Editor’s notes: Pete Gregson is also a Community Councillor on the Murrayfield Community Council; 
he is employed at the NHS in IT, he is also chair of the Edina-Gaza Twinning Association. 
 
For more info, contact Pete Gregson on 0758 472 2191 
Mark Hesketh is on 0797 056 3272  markghesketh@gmail.com  
Bear Gryls’ public relations officer is Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com  
 
 
Gregson has written to the following on this matter: Bear Gryls (Chief Scout) 
chief.scout@scouts.org.uk  ; Carl Hankinson, UK Chief Commissioner info.centre@scouts.org.uk   ; 
Scotland Commissioner (Inclusion) alan.freeburn@scouts.scot , Scouts Scotland, Scouts UK 
(info.centre@scouts.org.uk );  hello@scouts.scot ; support@scouts.org.uk ;  
updates@scoutnews.scot ; contact@beargryllsventures.com  - all with no response.  
 
Gregson wrote to Gryls and the DC to say that he believed the attack on him was politically 
motivated and timed to do damage to the twinning with Gaza campaign. 
 
He explained that he needed to prepare a press statement as he guessed the complainant was 
presumably already liaising with the media. He imagined it would be the Glasgow Herald as they 
have done this to him before. For just the day after his well-publicised “Gig for Gaza” in Edinburgh’s 
Princes Street Gardens three years ago, the Herald ran a front-page story (they had interviewed Gary 
Smith of the GMB) declaring that he was an anti-Semite and that he had said the Holocaust was 
exaggerated. Gregson complained to the Independent Press Standards Office (IPSO); his complaint 
was (as usual) dismissed. He had pointed out to both IPSO and the Herald that they were 
misunderstanding basic grammar: saying “Israel exaggerates the Holocaust for political ends” was 
very different from saying “The Holocaust was exaggerated”. In the first, the subject is acting on the 
object in a manipulative way; the second is a generalised statement purporting to be a truism. 

http://www.twingaza.com/gig-for-gaza/
https://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/article/bear-grylls-on-faith
https://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/article/bear-grylls-on-faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Scouts_Movement_in_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Scouts_Movement_in_Israel
https://en.scoutwiki.org/Palestinian_Scout_Association#:~:text=The%20Scout%20movement%20started%20in%20Palestine%20in%201912.,Scout%20Association%20serves%20youth%20throughout%20the%20Palestinian%20Authority.
mailto:markghesketh@gmail.com
mailto:Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com
mailto:chief.scout@scouts.org.uk
mailto:info.centre@scouts.org.uk
mailto:alan.freeburn@scouts.scot
mailto:info.centre@scouts.org.uk
mailto:hello@scouts.scot
mailto:support@scouts.org.uk
mailto:updates@scoutnews.scot
mailto:contact@beargryllsventures.com
http://www.kidsnotsuits.com/gigforgaza/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17769276.labour-anti-semitism-row-scots-activist-claims-holocaust-exaggerated-formed-anti-zionist-group-suspended/


He explained that another example might be “Trump exaggerates racism in the US for political ends” 
which is not the same as saying “Racism in the US is exaggerated”. 
 
To told the DC: “IPSO and the Herald newspaper didn’t listen; I believe the Zionists are now using the 
Scouting movement- they will do this again, at the time it will do most damage to me- probably in 
the next three weeks. They will take your suspension of me as proof of my guilt. 
You are going to get the Scouts into an awful mess if you are unable to anticipate the maelstrom you 
have unleashed. I am afraid that when this hits the presses, I will have to declare you a dupe of the 
Zionists. Sorry. 
Best wishes, etc” 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Dear Mark, 
 
In one of my other lives, I am heavily involved with the Friends of Roseburn Park. I am organising the 
Platinum Jubilee Party in the Park, part-funded through Murrayfield Community Council (I am also a 
community councillor) and Edinburgh City Council. At our last 150th  Executive meeting, a vote was 
taken to put the Group’s energies into running a bottle stall (like a tombola) at the Party (rather than 
the Corstorphine Fair on the 4th). The Exec figured that in terms profile and attracting new 
members, participating in the local Jubilee activities might be more productive than heading off to 
the more distant St Mary’s park in Corstorphine. 
Your action in suspending me obviously makes the 150th’s participation in an event that I am 
organising problematic. Your complainant will have a field day if (s) he hears of this. So I ask you, do 
you want to exclude the 150th from participation in what will be a highly popular event (I am about 
to get 5,000 of the attached flyers produced, which will be delivered through every door in the area 
over the next fortnight). You’ll see on the attached the flyer that the 150th is featured. 
If you wish to terminate the 150th ‘s activities in this event, I suggest you contact Carolann, our 
chairperson, and explain what you are about. She is on [number available on request]. 
 
Please let me know by 9am tomorrow if you are intent on removing the 150th from the Jubilee 
celebrations, as that is when I send the flyer to print. 
 
Best wishes 
Pete 
 
PS- you may wonder what I was doing in New York. I had been invited to speak at this conference Al 
Awda: Rising to Return | National Palestine Right to Return Conference (alawdaconference.org). I 
paid my own expenses, as did all the other speakers. 
I delivered the session on “Entrepreneurs, Innovators & Techies for Palestinian Sovereignty “ ; the 
video of my presentation should be shortly available on Vimeo; I can give you the link if you like, as it 
takes you up-to-date on my current campaigning work on Palestine. 
At the Conference I met Rabbi Yisroel Dovid Weiss - Wikipedia and he has agreed to come, at my 
expense, to Scotland, to tour the mosques here and to address Edinburgh City Councillors on the 
dangers of fraternising with Israel. 
Best wishes, 
Pete 
 
Hi Mark, 
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I see that you no longer want me to pay the scout leaders their expenses. Please tell Kieran [Crosby, 
the Group Scout Leader (GSL)] to come and get the cheque book, as I am forbidden from telling him 
myself. 
I think you really ought to inform all members of the Exec (including my ex-wife, who is Membership 
Secretary) lest they inadvertently ask me to discuss something relating to hall management, finance 
or scouting. I am due to attend the Scout Hall on the 27th May to help the Deputy GSL organise the 
bottle stall with the cubs and scouts- you will need to tell him too, that I am banned. 
Best wishes 
Pete 
 
Hi Mark, 
It occurred to me- you’ll need to tell the Exec that they have to cancel the AGM (booked for 1st July) 
or can you step in to do the accounts yourself? 
If we do not stick to our plan, we shall lose our charitable status. 
Perhaps you ought to arrange a time to come over and collect all the paperwork- I was aiming to 
take the books to trial balance and give them to Michael in a fortnight’s time. The plan was to 
present the accounts at the next Exec meeting on the 17th June 
I think you’ll need to take over as treasurer for a while- or pay someone to take on the task. 
It’s funny that one mendacious, politically motivated complaint is sufficient for you to undo over 10 
years of my hard work in supporting the Scouting movement. 
Still- I am sure you will find another treasurer with no problems. For I imagine we shall be no further 
forward come August. Perhaps at some stage the South East Scotland Scout Region will pass the 
reins back to me. 
Best wishes 
Pete 
 
From: Mark Hesketh <markghesketh@gmail.com>  
Sent: 13 May 2022 08:17 
To: Pete Gregson <postmaster@roseburn32.plus.com> 
Subject: Re: Suspension 
 
Good Morning Peter, 
 
I see no reason for the Group to change its current planning or activities as a result of your 
suspension. While disruptive and upsetting it is the process that we need to follow as a result of the 
complaint.  
 
Fully understand that in your role as treasurer this creates further complications but the District will 
support the Group as required over this period and it is highly unlikely the Group will lose its OSCR 
status due to slightly delayed accounts. 
 
I will continue to liaise with Kieran on Group issues that may arise. 
 
Mark 
 
Mark, 
Under the terms of my suspension, I am forbidden from dealing with the Exec or the leaders. 
So how am I meant to pay their expenses? They have a residential at Fordell Firs coming soon. You 
must immediately instruct Kieran to take over my treasurers role. 
Secondly, you declare the scouts may continue to participate in the Jubilee event. 
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I have already promised Michael, the deputy GSL my assistance on this. Will you please take over my 
duties in supporting him? I think it only fair. I shall instruct you in what is required. 
Furthermore, how am I meant to liaise with the Exec and leaders on such matters as getting 
donations for the bottle stall, agreeing a site, etc etc 
I have done this every 2nd year for many years with the Corstorphine fair. 
Must every communication now go through you? 
I see no alternative 
Pete 
 
Mark 

I was aiming to take the books to trial balance and give them to Michael [the Independent Examiner] 
in a fortnight’s time. The plan was to present the accounts at the next Exec meeting on the 17th June. 

Else we must start to plan on cancelling the AGM, as we cannot hold the AGM with no annual 
accounts. 

I repeat- you must step in and take the role of treasurer, else notify the Exec that the AGM be 
postponed. 

Best wishes 

Pete 

Mark, 
From next Wednesday, 5,000 of each of the attached flyers will be distributed by different teams of 
volunteers- the Gaza event citywide; the Jubilee event- to homes around Roseburn, Riversdale, 
Murrayfield, Saughton and Wester Coates. 
With any luck your complainant will receive a copy of both. 
Only the 150th feature on one flyer, but I am sure they will put two and two together and will inform 
the media accordingly. 
The two events are on the same day, after all. 
Still- there is no such thing as bad publicity, is there? 
Best wishes 
Pete 
 
Hi Mark, 
On reflection, I think I need to issue a press release on this, else the Zionists will get in first. 
Do you have a problem with that? 
I shall naturally approach the Chief Scout for a comment prior to sending it out (I have a mailing list 
of around 300 journalists, many of whom I know personally). I think I need to be proactive on this, in 
order to preserve my good name. 
I’m sure you will understand.  
I will do my best to preserve the reputation of the Scouting Movement, whilst making clear that the 
decision to suspend me was taken by the Craigalmond District Commissioner, because he felt he 
must follow procedures. I suspect the media may want a comment from you, in due course. 
Best wishes 
Pete 
 
 
 



From: Peter Gregson  
Sent: 13 May 2022 15:51 
To: 'Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com' <Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com>; 'info.centre@scouts.org.uk' 
<info.centre@scouts.org.uk>; 'hello@scouts.scot' <hello@scouts.scot>; 'chief.scout@scouts.org.uk' 
<chief.scout@scouts.org.uk>; 'support@scouts.org.uk' <support@scouts.org.uk>; 'Scouts Scotland' 
<updates@scoutnews.scot>; 'info.centre@scouts.org.uk' <info.centre@scouts.org.uk>; 
'contact@beargryllsventures.com' <contact@beargryllsventures.com> 
Cc: 'Mark Hesketh' <markghesketh@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Request for Comment on my suspension 
 
 
From: Peter Gregson  
Sent: 13 May 2022 15:11 
To: 'Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com' <Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com>; 'info.centre@scouts.org.uk' 
<info.centre@scouts.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Request for Comment on my suspension 
 
PS I forgot to mention my data: 
Name: Peter Gregson 
Primary role: Group Treasurer 
Membership number: 871608 
Also please note this event I am organising in 3 week’s time, which I think is causing this 
attack:  www.twingaza.com/gig-for-gaza/ 
Thanks 
Pete Gregson 
 
 
From: Peter Gregson  
Sent: 13 May 2022 14:08 
To: Lizzie@Beargryllsventures.com; info@beargryllsadventure.com 
Subject: Request for Comment on my suspension 
 
Dear Bear Grylls, 
In your capacity as Chief Scout, might you furnish me with a statement for the following press 
release, which I am about to mail to 300 journalists? 
I must do this. I must prepare a press statement as the complainant is presumably liaising with the 
media. I imagine it will be the Glasgow Herald as they have done this to me before.  
Just the day after my well-publicised “Gig for Gaza” in Edinburgh’s Princes Street Gardens three 
years ago, the Herald ran a front-page story (they had interviewed Gary Smith of the GMB, who 
expelled me for criticising Israel, even though a Rabbi had spoken in my defence (see the 20-minute 
film that Ken Loach loved at https://youtu.be/ZvlXwQ8LR4I)) 
 
The Herald attacked me for declaring that I had said the Holocaust was exaggerated. I then 
complained to the Independent Press Standards Office (IPSO); my complaint (as usual) was 
dismissed. I pointed out to both IPSO and the Herald that they were misunderstanding basic 
grammar: “Israel exaggerates the Holocaust for political ends” is very different from saying “The 
Holocaust was exaggerated”. In the first, the subject is acting on the object in a manipulative way; 
the second is a generalised statement purporting to be a truism. Another example might be “Trump 
exaggerates racism in the US for political ends” which is not the same as saying “Racism in the US is 
exaggerated”. 
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They didn’t listen and the Zionists are now using the Scouting movement- they will do this again, at 
the time it will do most damage to me- probably in the next three weeks. They will take the Scout’s 
suspension of me as proof of my guilt. 
 
I have pointed out to Mr Hesketh that he was going to get the Scouts into an awful mess if he was 
unable to anticipate the maelstrom he has unleashed. He has not replied. 
 
Thanks 
Best wishes 
Pete Gregson  
Treasurer 
150th Craigalmond Scout Group 
Edinburgh 
0758 472 2191 
 
THE SUSPENSION 
 
From: Mark Hesketh <markghesketh@gmail.com>  
Sent: 12 May 2022 20:43 
To: Pete Gregson <postmaster@roseburn32.plus.com> 
Subject: Suspension 
 
Peter, 
 
Thanks for taking my call tonight. Please see attached formal notice of suspension and support 
documentation as discussed. 
 
I realise this will be a difficult time for you and we will complete the investigations as quickly as 
possible.  
 
I have reflected upon our conversation and now asked South East Scotland Scout Region to progress 
this complaint and someone will contact you separately to progress this matter. 
 
Regards 
 
Mark 
DC Craigalmond 

 



 



 



 

 



 
 
Peter Gregson; Primary role: Group Treasurer; Membership number: 871608 
 



 
 


